
Summer Reading Assignment: Grades 9-12
2022-2023

In an attempt to improve literacy skills, raise academic standards, and encourage
critical and creative thinking and effective communication, all LC high school
students have the opportunity to read 1 book and complete the following
summer reading assignment. While reading your chosen book from the list
assigned to the grade level you will be entering (list on back), you are to complete the following journal
entries below. These journal entries are to be your own work based on the reading of the book.

This assignment will be on a pass/fail basis (see grading scale below). Students who successfully
complete this assignment will receive a 100% for each novel from the list (up to 2) as their first grade(s) in
the gradebook for the 2022-2023 school year. A great way to to start your year!

Assignment Specifics
● Choose 5 of the journal prompts (from the 8 prompts below) to answer and address, based on your

reading of the novel.
● Your journal entries must reflect your reading of the full work, not just a portion of it.
● Each entry should be at least one well-developed paragraph (5-7 sentences).
● Your journal entries should reflect your original work and use the text to support any conclusions.
● Responses may be typed or legibly written.
● Do not summarize your selected work. Summaries will not be accepted for credit.
● Avoid using study aids such as Spark Notes, E-Notes, Schmoop, etc. We are interested in YOUR ideas.

Grading Scale:
● 100% = satisfactory: The journal prompts are addressed, text is used, entries are thoughtful/insightful, e
● 50% = unsatisfactory: The journal prompts are not adequately addressed, text is not used, very little

thought or insight is offered.
● 0% = no credit: a mere summary is offered of the novel, ideas are plagiarized, etc.

Journal Entry Prompts
1. What is the setting (time and place) of your book? Explain why the author chose this particular setting and

how it affected the mood?

2. From whose point of view is the story told? Which other voices could tell the story? Be sure to explain how
the story would be different from this other, new perspective.

3. What is the main conflict that the characters must overcome? How was this conflict resolved? Was this a
satisfactory conclusion? Explain.

4. Comment on the author’s style and use of language. Is it effective or ineffective? Does it add to or detract
from your enjoyment of the book?

5. Choose a character from the novel, and discuss how the character matures or changes over course of the
novel. What lessons do they learn? Include details from the text to support your response.

6. Choose a significant passage (between one sentence and one paragraph) that reveals the book’s theme, or
central message. Record the passage and page number, and explain how it relates to the theme.

7. Why do you think the author chose the title s/he did? Analyze its deeper meaning. If it is an obvious title,
rename it something more symbolic and explain your rationale.

8. Were you satisfied with the ending of the book? Why or why not? If you were the author, would you have
ended the story in a different way? How? Why?



Summer Reading Selections:
Choose a book (or 2) from the grade level you are entering.

NOTE: Honors English 9, Honors English 10, LAN101, & LIT101 students have their own summer reading
list/assignment and do not need to complete this one.

9th Grade:

● My Antonia—Willa Cather
● Wolf Hollow—Lauren Wolk
● Fellowship of the Ring—J.R.R. Tolkien
● The Book Thief – Markus Zusack

10th Grade

● Great Expectations—Charles Dickens
● The Count of Monte Cristo—Alexander Dumas
● The Hound of the Baskervilles—Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

11th Grade

● Old Man and the Sea—Ernest Hemingway
● The Jungle—Upton Sinclair
● The Help—Kathryn Stockett
● Tuesdays with Morrie—Mitch Albom

12th Grade

● Gulliver’s Travels—Jonathan Swift
● Pride and Prejudice—Jane Austen
● The 39 Steps—John Buchan
● Wuthering Heights—Emily Brontë

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emily_Bront%C3%AB

