
DC English 11 Summer Reading: 2022-2023
The summer is a wonderful time for you to interact with some of the great works of literature. Read leisurely, yet
carefully and follow the instructions below. First, accept the Google Classroom invitation for LAN101: 2022-2023,
then complete the following:

Book & Writing Assignment #1: Echoes of Eden
● Read Echoes of Eden Ch. 1-5.
● Copy the Echoes of Eden doc on google classroom into your Student Portfolio folder.
● For each Echoes of Eden chapter:

o Write 3-5 sentences or bullet points summarizing what happened in the chapters.
o Write 5-7 sentences with insights you might have from your reading. Do NOT summarize the

chapter. Instead, respond to it. What thoughts or feelings surfaced in response to what you read?
What is your response to Barrs’ ideas? Do you agree? Disagree? Why? Be sure to include specific
references to the text.

Novel & Writing Assignment #2: Les Miserables or The Great Gatsby
● Read the novel in its entirety.
● Analysis Prompt: Write a 2-3 page analysis essay discussing where Echoes of Eden surface in either Les

Miserables or The Great Gatsby.
● Be sure to use specific examples from the texts to support your ideas—both paraphrase and quotations.  You

may also use Jerram Barrs’ text as a reference.
● Pay attention to the structure of your essay – thesis should directly address the prompt.

o Essay must have a formal, academic tone.
o Any summary of the story should be succinct and minimal – your essay should be predominantly

analysis.
o If you include quotes from the story, quotes should:

▪ Be no longer than 2 lines (NO block quotes)
▪ Be in quotation marks
▪ Be introduced and integrated
▪ End with an MLA internal citation

o A Works Cited page must be included (this does not count toward 2-3 page count)

Novel & Writing Assignment #3: Les Miserables or The Great Gatsby
● Read the novel in its entirety.
● Write a 2-3 page analysis of the novel. Essay should be typed, in MLA format.
● Analysis Prompt: Identify the purpose of the story and analyze how 3 literary techniques help to

accomplish that purpose.
● Pay attention to the structure of your essay – thesis should directly address the prompt.

o Essay must have a formal, academic tone.
o Any summary of the story should be succinct and minimal – your essay should be predominantly

analysis.
o If you include quotes from the story, quotes should:

▪ Be no longer than 2 lines (NO block quotes)
▪ Be in quotation marks
▪ Be introduced and integrated
▪ End with an MLA internal citation

o A Works Cited page must be included (this does not count toward 2-3 page count)



● Grading: Each paper will be on a pass/fail basis and will count as a writing assignment grade in quarter 1.
o If you do not complete the project, you will not be eligible for AP or DC English.
o 100% = satisfactory: The prompt is addressed, the text is used, the structure is followed, MLA

formatting is correct, etc.
o 50% = unsatisfactory: The prompt is not adequately addressed, the text is not used, internal citations

and/or Works Cited page not included, 3 techniques not analyzed, etc.
o 0% = failure: a mere summary is offered of the novel, ideas are plagiarized, etc. Failure to complete

this assignment correctly could result in ineligibility for AP/DC English.

● Format: The paper must be typed in MLA 9 format. If you are unfamiliar with MLA format or need a
reference for this format, you can go to:

o owl.english.purdue.edu
o easybib.com

● Internal Citations: Be sure to use the book you are reading to support your points. Thus, if you make a
point in your paper, referencing a specific moment or quote from the novel (even if it’s not a direct quote),
place the author’s name and the page number in parentheses, like this: (Fitzgerald 21).

● Citing outside sources: You will not raise your grade by citing outside sources.  I want you to discover your
own ideas and articulate them clearly. I know what the “experts” have to say; I want to hear what you have to
say.

A Final Note:
Dear LAN101 Students,

I HIGHLY recommend that you spread this work out over the summer rather than try to cram it into the last couple
weeks before returning to school in August. This workload is only about a book/paper per month, which should be
manageable. We will be making reference to these texts throughout the year, so it is essential that you
read-to-understand rather than read-to-get-it-done.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at: anna.urquhart@lcstaff.net. I will do my best to be
available to you throughout the summer. I look forward to working with you in the coming year.

Happy reading!

Mrs. Urquhart
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