
      Summer Reading Assignment: Grades 9-12 
       2019-2020     

 

In an attempt to improve literacy skills, raise academic standards, and encourage 

critical and creative thinking and effective communication, all LC high school 

students have the opportunity to complete the following summer reading 

assignment. While reading your chosen book from the list assigned to the grade 

level you will be entering (list on back), you are to complete the following journal entries 

below. These journal entries are to be your own work based on the reading of the book.   

NOTE: Students enrolled in English 9 Honors & English 10 Honors are required to read at least 1 of the 

grade-level novels and complete the journal assignment for that novel. 

The completed journal will be collected the first day of English class. As an additional incentive:  

 Students who complete this assignment will be eligible to wear shorts the week of September 3-6. 

 Students who complete this assignment for 2 books from their grade-level list will be eligible to wear 

shorts the week of September 3-6 & September 9-13. 
 

Assignment Specifics 
 Your 10 journal entries (prompts below) must reflect your reading of the full work, not just a portion of it.  

 Each entry should be at least one well-developed paragraph (5-7 sentences).  

 Your journal entries should reflect your original work and use the text to support any conclusions. 

 Responses may be typed or legibly written.  

 Do not summarize your selected work. Summaries will not be accepted for credit.  

 Avoid using online or hard copy study aids 

 This assignment will be on a pass/fail basis and will be the first grade of the marking period. 
 

Journal Entry Prompts 
 

1. What is the setting (time and place) of your book? Explain why the author chose this particular setting 

and how it affected the mood? 
 

2. From whose point of view is the story told? Which other voices could tell the story? Be sure to explain 

how the story would be different from this other, new perspective.  
 

3. What is the main conflict that the characters must overcome? How was this conflict resolved? Was this a 

satisfactory conclusion? Explain.  
 

4. Do you think the characters and their conflicts are believable/realistic? Why or why not?  
 

5. Comment on the author’s style and use of language. Is it effective or ineffective? Does it add to or detract 

from your enjoyment of the book?  
 

6. Choose a character from the novel, and discuss how the character matures or changes over course of the 

novel. What lessons do they learn? Include details from the text to support your response.  
 

7. Choose a significant passage (between one sentence and one paragraph) that reveals the book’s theme, or 

central message. Record the passage and page number, and explain how it relates to the theme.  
 

8. Why do you think the author chose the title s/he did? Analyze its deeper meaning. If it is an obvious title, 

rename it something more symbolic and explain your rationale.  
 

9. When did you get stuck while reading? What was confusing you about your book? What strategies did 

you use to overcome these challenges?  
 

10. Were you satisfied with the ending of the book? Why or why not? If you were the author, would you 

have ended the story in a different way? How? Why?  

REVISED! 



Summer Reading Selections:  
Choose a book (or 2) from the grade level you are entering.  
 

9th Grade: 

 My Antonia—Willa Cather 

 The Outsiders—S. E. Hinton 

 The Red Badge of Courage—Stephen Crane 

 Little Women—Louisa May Alcott 

 

10th Grade 

 Life of Pi—Yann Martel 

 A Tale of Two Cities—Charles Dickens 

 The Count of Monte Cristo—Alexander Dumas  

 The Hound of the Baskervilles—Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 

11th Grade 

 The Glass Menagerie—Tennessee Williams 

 The Jungle—Upton Sinclair 

 The Help—Kathryn Stockett 

 Tuesdays with Morrie—Mitch Albom 

*AP English 11 & LAN101 students have their own summer reading list/assignment and do not need to complete this 

one. 

 

12th Grade 

 The Time Machine—H. G. Wells 

 Gulliver’s Travels—Jonathan Swift 

 Pride and Prejudice—Jane Austen 

 The 39 Steps—John Buchan  

*AP English 12, LAN101, & LIT101 students have their own summer reading list/assignment and do not need to 

complete this one. 

 

 


