
AP/DC Summer Reading & Writing Project   
 

The summer is a wonderful time for you to interact with some of the great works 

of literature.  Read leisurely, yet carefully and follow the instructions below: 

 

 Procedure: Find the 3 novels for the grade you are entering. Read each 

novel, write a 2 to 3 page typed response paper for each novel in answer 

to the prompt below, and support your points by using ideas and quotes from the text.  (Please do not 

write more than 3 pages!) Remember that each quote or idea from the text must be followed by the 

(Author page #) format of MLA citations.  You must support your ideas with what the book says in 

order to pass the assignment.  Be sure to include an introduction (with a thesis statement!), a body 

(with support for your ideas from the text!), and a conclusion.  DO NOT simply summarize the novel. 
 

 Prompt :  In your opinion, what is the main conflict presented to the protagonist (main character) and 

how well did the protagonist in the book react to that conflict? You may wish to consider: 

o What personal qualities/characteristics were evident in the protagonist’s interactions and 

reactions? 

o In what ways did he/she react appropriately or inappropriately? 

o How could he/she have approached the main problem differently? 

Use one, two, or all of the above questions to write your paper. Illustrate your ideas both by quoting 

from the book and by citing events in the plot. 
 

 Due Date:  All papers are due on the first day of class. 
 

 Format: The paper must be typed in MLA format.  If you are unfamiliar with MLA format or need a 

reference for this format, you can go to owl.english.purdue.edu  or  easybib.com.  Your paper 

must have the following double-spaced MLA heading aligned at the left margin on the first page: 

 

Your Name 

 

Mrs. Urquhart 

 

AP/DC English 11 or 12   

 

26 August 2019 

 

Title of Paper 

 
 

 Headers:  All pages (including the first) must have a header (aka: pagination) with your last name and 

the page number in the upper right-hand corner one-half inch from the top. 
 

 Internal Citations: The most important thing is to use the book you are reading to support your 

points.  Thus, if you make a point in your paper about the book, place the author’s name and the page 

number in paren theses.  For example, you would use the reference (Fitzgerald 122-123) to support your 

idea that Gatsby’s staring at the green light in the distance is symbolic of his constant struggle to grasp 

something out of his reach.  (Remember, the period always comes after the internal citation!) 
 

 Citing outside sources: You will not raise your grade by citing outside sources.  In fact, you will 

lower your grade (and possibly fail your paper) by bringing in outside ideas and not citing them.  I want 

you to discover your own ideas and articulate them clearly. I know what the “experts” have to say; I 

want to hear what you have to say. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/


 

 Grading: Each paper will be on a pass/fail basis and will count as one writing/composition grade.  If 

you do not complete the project, you will receive a zero.  If you complete the project satisfactorily, you 

will receive 100%.  If you do not complete the project satisfactorily (i.e. neglect to use the text/internal 

citations), you will receive a 50%.  You will automatically be given a 50% if your paper is simply a 

summary of the book.  I do not want a summary; I want you to answer the prompt given on the front of 

this sheet – I am looking for your original insights. 

 

 Late papers will not be accepted.   
 

Entering 11th Grade:  AP English 11 & LAN101 
(All selections are unabridged.) 

 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 
 
 

Entering 12th Grade: AP English 12, LIT101, & LAN101 
(All selections are unabridged.) 
 

      Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

      Jane Eyre by: Charlotte Bronte 

    Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
       

 

I HIGHLY recommend that you spread this work out over the summer rather than try to cram it into the last few weeks 

before returning to school in August. This workload is only about a book/paper per month, which should be manageable. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at: anna.urquhart@lcstaff.net. I will do my best to be 

available to you throughout the summer. I look forward to working with you in the coming year. 

 

Happy reading! 

 

Mrs. Urquhart 

 

mailto:anna.urquhart@lcstaff.net

